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Dﬁting {rom ci}cn 1868, The Reclhoven is Paltimore's first and one
of the nation's carlicst examples of its style - i terrace or group of

houses dcaignud and built to atand visually an i sinpele notable structure,

The Beethoven Terrace was built by the family of Judge William F. Frick,

~ who owned 2 large portion of the land now known 2s Bolton Hill and within
.thc‘ Bolton Hill Historic District. Its imposing and handsome terrace concept

. waB apparently inspired by English examples that the Judge's son sawon a
vigit to London. That concept translated into the then current Second Empire

claborately finished interiors, solid brick and stone

‘" style. The generous,
¢ iron balconies and crowning mansard roof hespecak

~ facades with their ornat
. -the.age of confidence.
o *-."_:' = .

"% Orginally built as eleven townbouses on separate parcels of land, The
- Beethoven Terrace has becn occupied by many pnotable families over the
“years. ‘The Turnbulls and then the Shellmans occupied 1530 Park Avenue
_as’a single family residence until the 1960's, and the Richard Cross family
: rer m 1920 through 1956. Lawrence Turnbull's family nurtured an -
* {*~"grchitect, 2 sculptress, The Beethoven Terrace Amateur Orchestra and
i ‘geveral writers in these buildings. Mrs. Turnbull founded the Women's
Litery Club. Sidney Lanier, 2an acclaimed 19th century American poet,
5 frequéented their house as protege and intimate. 1n 189, this family initiated
e ““annual Johns Hopkins lectureships which brought such distinguished writers
w <l ag T, S, Eliot, Robert Frost and W.H. Auden to the University-usually stay=- .
hE “ing and being entertained at 1530 Park Avenue 2as well.- The Fricks also pro-
v R mot_e'd both the sciences and the arts. Frank.Erick of 1514 is credited with
"+ 1 creating the Lyric Theater, with bringing the Olmstead system of parks to
. Beltimore, ‘with forming the Wednesday Club "for cultivation of art and
‘mueic, " and with amassing a valuable art collection. His brother George P.
s of: 1516 was president of 2 horsedrawn streetcar system traveling from the
_',-'_-Richmond Market to Waverly, serving the neighborhood, and he is reported
" to be the builder of Beethoven Terrace.. Baltimore Female College, the
R e first in the state granting degrees to women, occupied 1530 Park Avenue
SiF e n el 1890, : - :
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